JT?*"’SOV CITY,
LIeanURI
Carl

k-4,890
SEP 12 1867

;ﬁ\ q I
;“\ r»-.

i I..;\ ;i

i7aL NewSanitized;- Approved For Release : CIA-RDP75-

FOIAb3b

oloves

lobby for some basic right

ety

A\

i

By WILLARD EDWARDS

(Chicago Tribune Press Service)
WASHINGTON — Agents of
the Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA?, the nation's darkly mys-

| terious spy network, have been

ptowling Capitol Hill, engaging
in furtive conferences with sena-
tors and whispering to influen-

. tal staff memnbers.
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Since the CIA is supposed to
concern itself only with foreign
expionage operations, such ac-
tivity hinted at some sensation-
al expose Wasz a wmember of
Congress. serhaps, in touch
with a - . government? Had
Comniuiiey agents penctrated a

‘House or Senate commitiec?

An  investic tien permits
disclosure s more prosazic
explan... the  CIA  has
been bus  .a the great Ameri-

can ga. of lobbying., It is
exerting il its efforts to de-
feat legislation which would
give its employes some basie
constitutional rights.

Every spy story fan knows, of
course, that a'spy has no rights,
constitutional or otherwise.

He serves under a warning
that his country will: disavow

slave to the bidding of a cold-
eyed tyrannical chief, -given
some such code name as “M"
or “K”, who sends him out to
kill or be killed while stealing
scerets from the enemy. Only an
occasional bout with some temp-
tress lightens his lonely lot.

This - fictional concept is not -

too far from reality. There is
no question that secret agents
must abandon the right to per-
sonal privacy. Gavernment
intelligence agencies compile
detailed records on their em-
ployes, exploring their lives
from the time of birth.

The customary justification
for 'such prying is an under-
standable concern about pen-
etration by enemy agents.

The¢ same excuse cannot be
-made Dby other goverument
agenecies, but Congress found
that ‘“big brotherism’” in the
Johpson Administration ine
oluded an insatiable curiosity
about the most intimate de-
{ails of the lives of all federal
employes, now close to 3000
000 in nymber.

Young women  secretaries
have béen forced to reveal their
gex experiences,. béfore and af-

‘tey vasrriage, ead srs gsked

what they dream -about and
whether they love their mothers.

Men applicants for employment
have been strapped into, lie-de- -

tecting machines and similarly

- quizzed. The federal thirst for
‘knowledge seemed to be con-
- centrated on the sex habits and . -
religious beliefs of workexs ol

both sexes.

The Scrate Judici'ary /Sub-

committee on  Constitutional
Rights, aifter a two - year study,
voted unanimously to report a
bill protecting government em-

ployes from unwarranted intru- .

sion on their privacy,

Certain exemptions were

granted the- CIA In emergency )
secu-

cases affecting national
rity, but* the agency was ob-
viously not satisfied and began

* lobbying for a blankct e:-emp-

{ion.

Sponsored by more than 50

senators, . the bill was brought

up in the Senate last week for
certain approval. Suddenly, Sen,
Mike Mansfield (D-Mont.)},. the

‘majority leader, postponed its
3. He

congideration until Sept.
admitted that the CIA had made

. a last » mmute request for the

delay.

s In his 24 years in 'Q'-Son&ew, B

" snile

he had never heard of such zL
demand from a federal agen;
cy, he said, but he had graptd
ed it to give the agency n'mrf,
time to outline its objections,

o’ Sen. Sam J. Ervin (D-N.C.
the bill's, author, raged that ti
CIA had rcfused for two yeat
to make public its objectiond.
He said it only wanted “t h
unmitigated right to Kkick i
employes -around.”
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Ervin noted the ‘testimony df
a witness who had told his e
betiences in  seeking emplo -
ment -as a CIA agent, He sa‘
that when he prolested a seri
of “humiliating” questions duif-
ing a lie test, the deputy chidf
in ‘charge “gave me a Wwis
leaned . forward, angl
said ‘would you prefer that
used the thumb screws?

James Bond's “M"” could ngt
have phrased the. official att-
- tude more eloguently.

The Senate may’ pass the bijl
eventually, thereby protectin
the great majority of goveril-
ment employes from prying pey-
sonal questions. But America
spxes it is suggested, will ncvc
be given what Ervin calicd "1h

dignity and .freedom wiuch aJ.

other Amemcans enjoy." i

Vaim if he Iz caught, Ho & &
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